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RIGE AND ALL

Editorial

I ———TT]

When the subject matrer is rice,
expect a lot of words, opinions, specula-
tions, bickerings, amalyses, ete. The sim-
ation calls for it. That's just the way it is
since rice is not only a political commed-
ity but a central figure of the Filipines
social and cultural life. This is why riceis
called life itself.

The issue of rice which came out
middle of March has been a most con-
troversial issue as various angles of the
story have been probed and unravelled
just so to put things in proper perspec-
tive.

The Mational Food Authority
didn’t seem to like the idea chat theres a
crisis - as almost evergbody is wont o
believe. After all, the supply of the staple
has been stable all these years. Isn't the
agency importing rice to fill up or comple-
ment the 10 percent shortfall in produc-
tion? Isnt the agency responsible for
maintaining buffer stack for securitrand
stabilization purposes

The present situation cannot be
compared with the rice crisis in the 19705,
The larter was a national crisis thar sub-
jected the Filipines to the real darears of
hunger Granting that there is a crisis in
the supply of the staple, then the culprit
must be producdon. If it is indeed a cri-
sis, then the present scenario is only a
sorry consequence of a series of neglect
and complacency of all the sectors in-
volved in the national agenda for devel-
Opment.

According to statistics provided
by the Bureau of Agriculmral Staristics,
there are about 43,000 hectares of farm-
land that have been converted to non-
agriculmural uses in the last five pears. OF
the 1.4 million of irrigated land, only
700,000 have fully functional irrigarion
systems, while the remaining 400,000
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hectares require immediate repair and re-
hahilitation. This is because natdonal irri-
gation systems n:m'cronl)r 33 percent (1.4
M hectarss) of the 4.2 8 has. of rice har-
vest arei.

If production were the culprit,
thenthe government should do something
about irrigation and infrascrucrure devel -
apment. The canstraction of farm-to-mar-
ker roads is an old requirement that re-
surfaces each time the issue of infrasmuc-
fure crops up.

There should alse be adequate
credit for farmers to encourage produc-
tion at lower interest rates. The Depart-
ment of Agrarian Reform should alsa re-
frain from permitting conversion ofarable
land o be transterred ino commercial
projects. Doing so would mean increas-
ing the country’s yield of 2.5 per hectare.

Indead, there are a lot of things o
consider and study to be able to grasp the
nuances of the multi-facered rice indus-
try. Yet. the most important lesson cach
one has learned from the rice issue is the
fact that everybody has a stake in improv-
ing the present situation. Rice is lite but
life goes beyond eating rice. Apart from
improving local production of the staple,
it must be a great idea to also focus on
producing other alternarives to rice and
also aim for self-sufficiency. That while
thinking how precicus rice is, the popu-
lace should alsa think of saving in. And
that after everything has been said and
daone, there is a grear need for every secror
of saciety to think of their own contribu-
tions For the welfare and general well-be-
ing of the country: It is still unity, coop-
cration, sincerity, oneness and political will
thar will marter most in the end.

Rice is so precious a commodity
that deserves precicus attention in any na-

tional development process. (CLA)
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I CAmME ACroess an a ﬂiclﬁ “i'h.l.—h IEUS a
Lot about the Filipines' mania or passion for the
text messaging systzm or SMS. Te says: "RIY is
lh.e‘ H'Dl:l.d's ming CﬂFilﬂl g\em:l:i.l:ing an mrﬂg‘f
of 100 millicn messages a day: A recent soudy
mﬂ]‘ lhﬂ.: Hrnin@s CN.F .Fﬂ.fl'.ﬁ:ﬂd Chﬂ.ln.“ drﬂP#
by an alarming 40 percent which impell=d
cwniers to conduct a survey and pinpoine che
CUJP:i:: I'J'l.e slud.e'ﬂ.u l:whlch C\D.I'I.'I.F-Died. I'J'.E
majerity of their customers) are giving up cheir
food allowance just so they could load their
Cd—lF’lﬂﬂ.ﬁ wllh PmPﬂ.ld Cﬂ.rds!"

Inde=d, almost every Filipino is so
hooked up on the cellphone which led me
ﬂ.i]':: "|‘|+|.ich is more imPol‘l:il.‘l.l: - Eﬂﬂd o SO
nectedness? Would we racher searve than ghve
|.|.P aLr Jlﬂlm oo our .Frlﬂ.'l.d:n Eimll.}". ﬂnd :he‘
love of our life® O, can we survive For 12 hours
of our waking life without cur mobile phone?

I| r.ﬂ}rﬂjfu am a rBL'IF-IEI.'I.I: QE &ll}'
greetings ard reminders coming from my
regular burich of cellphone pals, although
ﬂlm\:ﬂl ﬂ]wﬂ}r‘5| Ii.l'n mmis, in lﬂiPlQCﬂling
them. Admiteedhs 1 like these regular excerpes
.Fm PQE”'.“u Elbllcﬂl p:lsﬂgﬁ o even |Q}E
since they perk up my day in more ways than
one It has become a ritual waking up in the
mor rl.In.g Fl rl.d.ll'l.g I'J'JE“' m-ess:l.gc: I.C\ﬂ.d. Ll.P ".'l. r.n}r
inboo,

It's a given: we are engrossed wich our
Cd—lF‘lﬂﬂ.ﬂ' bﬂm il is (elily wﬂ.}" QF Srq'iﬂg ".'l.
touch, caring, showing sapport and love
curside the context of an emergency, a sus-
FEC:Ed. Frﬂh.lem or a [lﬂ.ged}'. “:rld']ﬂu.l I'J'.iii
device, we often feel urterly disconnected,
isﬂlﬂ.ud. ﬂ.nd delﬂfhed. Il i‘ ﬂ.'l.l.l.l:h JIJ-DE a P.:I.n:i':-ler
- a therapy that instantly quells the tiniest
ficker of loneliness or uncertainey in cur hear

Bl.l.l ane I:l.'l.ll.'l.g I dlﬂ.‘m‘!:u:d. nﬂ}'u
realized lately, Food sl tops cur pacrites The
rice queues would remind us of thar, There is
no d.ﬂl.lb: lhﬂ e WL‘IH not :rﬂ.* hﬂd l:leﬂ.d.:
rice) for anything physically sustaining in chis
U\.'\O-I:ld.. YESu we fﬂqu d'LlE: o ﬂnﬂd’]el soUrce D.F
sustenance, bue that's only temporary: For
Filipinos, food is dee, rice is Food. Rice is
almost life itself.

What's the relationship, angway
between food and connectedness? Is ic necessary
o '“'E'lgh our QP:iQL‘L‘F- [{a) chﬂm Ll s ey I'J']E
ather, to compare which is more importane?
But then, come to think of it. Food or search-
inE i: i5 Il wﬂ.]' D.Fbeiﬂg Cﬂnﬂ.ﬂf:ﬂd. %.en we

j\:\in I'J'l.e Jﬂn.g Jlm: QEmrﬂ]‘ mllin.g hr I'J'l.clr
tum o avall themsshres of o much cheaper rice,
aren't we being connected with these people?
AIE“.I: e ﬂ.‘l..:l.rin.g lhe same Pl.ighl ﬂﬂd IEUH.}"?
Aren't we telling the other people in che line
I'J'l.ﬂl W, CoeD, need ({a) I:MLT:,’ Cbeﬂp life o Efd LT
family? Aren't we keeping in touch wich the
reality of grappling with the high cost of rice
ind JM ng. i|'|. g!nﬂi]i Amnll we ﬂ}'lng I'J'lﬂ.l we
are linked up by a common problem - that
szarching for a cheaper food is not curs and
oaLrs ﬂ]ﬂﬂ.ﬂ' o Sﬂh'e?

"Well, then, let's all ke connected, For
whatever good reason or motive there mighe be.
IE i[li I'J'JE Cdlphﬂﬂe I'J'.iﬂl Wl.le leide :he‘ be“
form of communication or connection ina
g:i\'En ,iluﬂliﬂn ﬂnd in I'J'JE Eﬂ,.ﬂsl wﬂ.}"u I'J'.Enu b}"

thing nowadays, a most valuable human
imﬂliﬂﬂ ".'l. :h.e‘ mﬂdeln 14 ir.r.Es. Ild. I.lke o ﬂ}'u
rice, too Mot only a human imvention, rice is a
God-given source of life - o Formn of commmun-
iDI.'L bemn man ﬂn.d. hi’ c{uﬂ:\ L Thﬂ.l ﬂ.Eu'r
everything has been said and dene, chis com-
ﬂ.'l.l.l.niﬂn. ’\hﬂ.". J'l.E'JP us :i“‘ ﬂbm Il'l.]' lriﬂJ, ind.
tribulaticns in life - rice crisis or not! This
communion shall be the unifying factor that
MJI. SQFEU :he hﬂ.ﬂhne“ D.Fﬂl“em ﬂ.nd :he
mast severe episode of human Life.

Cercainly, whar we have experienced
TESH r\d.ll.'l.g “’hﬂ.l can h fﬂnsidﬂmd @ :l}"l ng
moment in the history of che rice induscry, will
teach us o lesson or two abour being connsceed
“l"id'.i o ﬂﬂﬂ:hel lﬂmld’ a Common ﬂsPilﬂli on
for the benefic of our fellowmen. In the case of
NPA- lhi, oo ﬂrﬂ:wdﬂe” “ﬂJI. J'MP us lﬂgff}l.ﬂ'r
and united in our mission and alwags artuned o
the r=al needs and demands of the industry and
I'J'l.c C\CI.LnI:I.T asa whﬂ.le.

This is the first edition of Grains for
the year. I'd like to sare ic by staying connecesd
with my MEA family. I believe chis is not the
time to doubt and disimtegrace. 1 sell believe in
I'J'l.c nﬂbilil]’ Q.FNFAIS missiﬂﬂ. ﬂ.nd I'J'JE |nwgr".}r
of MEA employess. We will surrive and we will
solve the problems or whatever kinks chere may
h‘ ".'l. lh.e' E'rl.lirf' qum Or SCructune. Yﬂ| we wiu
have enough rice. Mot enly forus - but forall.

In the meantime, let's read about other
I'J'l.ll'l.g, il'l. lh.e' Succeeding Fﬂg!:. The:e‘i erh o
knowr about and learn from, Stay connecred!
(Congzen L. Abis)
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1 came across an article which tells a
Lot about the Filipinas' mania or passion for the
text messaging system or SM3. It says: "R is
the warld's texting capital generating an average
of 100 million messages a day. A recent study
reveals that carnings of fastfood chains dropped
by an alarming 40 percent which impell=d
owners to conduct a survey and pinpoine the
culprie: the studenes (which compesed the
1'|:|.:|._iu:hri|.:|,r af their customers] ars givi ng up their
Faod all owrance .i|.15|: s0 I:I:H!:.l’ could load their
cellphones with prepaid cards!”

Indeed, almost every Filipine is so
heaked up on the cellphone which led me o
ask: which is more important - Food or con-
nectedness? Would we racher starve than give
up our lifdine o our friends, family, and che
lewe of our Like? O, can we survive for 12 hours
of cur waking life without cur mobile phone?

I, mrselt, am a recipient of daily
greetings and reminders coming from my
regular bunch of cellphone pals, although
almeost always, 1 am remiss in reciprocating
them. Admiteedly, 1 like these regular excerpes
From poems, Biblical passmges of cven j\:q}i\ﬂ
since they perk up my day in more ways than
one It has become a ritual waking up in the
morning finding these messages load up in my
inboe,

It's a given: we are engrossed wich our
cellphone because i is our way of staying in
touch, caring, showing support and leve
outside the context of an emergency a sus-
peceed problem or a tragedy: Without this
device, we often feel utterly disconnected,
isalated and detached. It is much like o pacifier
- a therapy that instantly quells the tiniest
Ricker of loneliness or uncertainey in cur heart.

But one thing I discevered, nay:
rzalized latshy, Food seill tops cur pricrities. The
rice queues would remind us of that. There is
no doube char we would not trade Faod (read:
rice) far J.n],"l:l:uing Ph}"!if.‘l]l}" susl:.'lirl.ing in this
world, Yes, we could shift to another source of
sustenance, but that's only temporanys For
Filipines, food is fce, rice is food. Rice is
almeost life ieself.

What's the relationship, anyway:
between food and connectedness? Is it necessary
to weigh cur aptions, tw chooss one over the
ather, to compare which is more importane?
But then, come to think of it. Food ar seanch-
ing it is a way of being connected. When we

join the long limes of mortals waiting for their
turn to avail themsshres of & much cheaper rice,
aren't we being connected with these people?
Aren't we sharing che same plight and agony?
Aren't we telling the other people in che line
that we, teo, need to buy cheap rice to feed our
family? Aren't we keeping in touch with the
reality of grappling with the high cose of ries
and living, in general? Aren't we saying that we
are linked up by 2 common problem - chat
searching for a cheaper food is not curs and
ours alone to sobel

Well, then, let's all be connected., For
whatever good reason or motive there might be.
IF it's the cellphone that would provide che bes
form of communication or connection ina
given situation and in the easiest way, then, by
all means, use it After all. cdlphone is the "in"
thing nowadays, a mest valuable human
ivention in the modern times. ['d like to say
rice, teow Mot only a human invention, rice is a
God-given source of Life - o Form of comrmun-
ion berween man and his Creator. That afrer
everything has been said and done, chis com-
munion shall help us rise above any trials and
tribulaticns in like - rice crisis or not! This
communion shall be the uniffing factor that
will sofeen the harshness of exismence and the
most severe episode of human life.

Certainly what we have experienced
regarding what can be considered a trying
moment in the history of the rice industny, will
teach us a lesson er two about being connecesd
with ene another tawards a common aspiration
for the benefic of cur fellowmen. In the case of
MFA, this connectedness will keep us togecher
and united in our missicn and always atcuned o
the real needs and demands of the indusery and
the country as a whele

This is the first edition of Grains for
the year. I'd like to sare ie by staying connected
with my MEA family [ believe chis is not the
time to doubt and disintegrate. I seill believe in
the nobilicy of MEA's mission and the integricy
of MFA employess. We will survive and we will
selve the problems or whatever kinks there may
be in the entire system or structure, Yes, we will
have enough rice. Mot only farus - but for all.

In the meantime, let's read about ocher
things in the succeeding pages. There's much o
kncw abeut and learn from. Stay connected!

(Corumen L. Abis)
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suppert from management and
vowed to discharge his fancrions
tor the best of his abilicy

Uka's designacion is

effective for a five-manth dura-

Capizefios support rice

The Capizefios ex-
Del'dr:d I'J*if .Fl.l.". EL'IP'PQ'.T {{n] :l'E
agenoy's Hoe conseTvation pro-
gram during its launching Lase
January 28, 2008,

Pasters and srickers
were Pﬂsled iﬂ. “Jﬂ:wd NFA. riﬂ:t
cutlets, public mardkets, plaza,
city hall and previncial capitel
oo ‘[il Pl.l.b.lif AWArSreEss on :l'E
program,

Manager Sergia Al
Balofinos, Jr. emphasized che
need For rice conservation in his
|n.¥‘|m|ﬂm] mem.gc d.'l.".'l ng :hﬂ'
provincial Farmers action coun-
cil (FEALC) firse quarterhy meec-
ing last January 31, 2008, He
informed the group abour che
MEA's aceomplishmenes on pra-
curement lnd di“libuliﬂn Eﬂ:

the year 2007, He also encour-

ERAIMNS
January-March X008

tion only but not te go beyond
ane month after the approval of
the MFA Rationalzation Plan or
which ever comes earlier (dids

A Valencia, corvespondent)
conservdtion progrim

aged the farmers to avail of the
Farmers Option to Buy-Back
Program to be able to mmdmize
their income. Certificates of rec-
ognition were digributed to the
afficers of the PFAC for cheir
valuable smappere to NEA pro-
grams.

Druring the mobile li-
censing conducted in the mu-
nicipalicy of Do, regiscration
and licensing officer Jose T
Diavila and enforcement and in-
westigation officer Braulio Reyes
miet with the rce rerailers o dis-
cuss the rice conservation pro-
gram of the MFA. The team
shall also conduce che advocasy
campaign and mabde licensing

in other municipalicies. (B
Artates, correspondent)

Sen E0garto ANGad \nameehng et provinglal govemment Reaos 3t the
Alvora Technolop'ca! (ns0iie i Baker fo tVacuss iU Argject Sei-relance
Project. NFA-AUrGrE Ofcer-in-Changs Mareftz Alzza [ | afiended fhe

mesting
Sen An
government

N FA'A.U.TDI: ﬂﬂ-lctr iD
charge Marieta | Ablaza arc-
tended the meeting rogecher
wilh ':J'l.“ Cll:l'b:r mdS QF le’i n-
cial government called by Sena-
tor Edﬁldﬂ J. Aﬂ.@rﬂ. oo d.i!cLLB
his Project Self-Reliance ('SR}
and the status of sperarion of the
|J|.'|.| rra R.il:ﬁ pmcel:ing -J.nd
Milling Complex (EPC) held
recently at Aurera Technoleg-
CJI. [milule‘ in R.I.EE

Sen. Angara expressed

meets with provincial
on project self-reliance

his intencion to entrust the
warchowsing and milling facili-
ties of MEA in Cagguran includ-
ing lts operaticns to capable co-
operacive/s in Dinalungan,
Casiguran and Diilasagz or
DICAD] area for che realization
of his Project Self-Reliance
I;PSR,'I. PSR aims o pmid.t
OpPertunities to cooperacives to
raise their incomes and living
mandards; strengthen their re-

source management capabilities,

TURNOVER CEREMONY.
Ouigoing assistanf regional d-
reciar Pangalan 8. Busran jiefl}
e over the spmbailc key io
incoming assisant reglonal -
rector Marlo Gonzales (right) of
NFA-Region 12 aurig 3 simpis
PATIOVET CRMRmaes \ast SepL
10, 2007 held af Fanmers Tran-
Tacwrong Clfy. Bafiy oficials ex-

DIALOGUE WITH EMPLOYEES. HRMD Directar Angel & Imoeris, Jr
updzbes empioress on the S0end)'s DOGRAMS INclucing E0 365 during his
vist af MFA-fsivan. The disiogue was heid 2t e Farmens Traiming Sender,
Damsw, fsulan, Suian Kutaral Also inphalo ans jseated L-R) PMARhony
farano A Bemad, ARD Marky Gonzaies and P Eernimio B Saima of
MFA X1, SAREE Valmols, comipondant)

JOB WELL DONE.
NCR Director fose
D. Corders is as-
SEed Dy ARD SFasl 5
Taco a6 e hanos

d - e
CONTRACT SIGNING NFA Caniral Luzon Dirscior Nicoi3s Crisosioms
{Beated, IeR) Signs the Gonirac! of irucking senvioas for 2002 ikh M~ Romes
Eo(seated right] cwner of Goldrich Ricemil and Markelng (GRM). SRM
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